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Voters Overwhelmingly Disapprove of Guantánamo Bay Decision!
Registered voters in Bermuda overwhelming disapproved of the decision by the Bermuda Government to accept detainees from Guantánamo Bay.  By a margin of 3 to 1 (69% to 22%), voters were not in favour of the decision while just under 1 in 10 (9%) were not sure.  Some voters wanted to make it clear, however, that they were not against the former detainees being in Bermuda, but against the process by which they arrived here.

By gender, females were somewhat more likely than males to disapprove of the decision (71% to 67%).  By race, margins were wider.  While 61% of Blacks disapproved of the decision, 85% of Whites and Others did not support the decision.  By age groups, middle-aged (35-54 year-olds) and older voters (55 and over) were most unsupportive (72% and 71% respectively).  Nearly 6 in 10 (58%) of those between the ages of 18-35 did not support the decision.  And by income, those at opposite ends of the economic divide were most unsettled by the decision.  Three-quarters (75%) of persons in households earning less than $50 thousand disapproved of the decision while households with incomes above $100 thousand were also inclined to highly disapprove of the decision (72%).  Just over 6 in 10 (64%) of households earning between $50 thousand and $100 thousand disapproved of the decision.

The starkest differences, however, came along party lines.  While nearly 6 in 10 persons (56%) who voted for the ruling Progressive Labour Party in the 2007 general election disapproved of the decision, nearly 9 in 10 (87%) of those who voted for the opposition United Bermuda Party disapproved of the decision.

The survey was conducted among 401 registered voters between June 12 and 17, 2009 and has a margin of error of plus or minus 4.9%.  More survey results will be released later.
Do you approve or disapprove of the decision by the Bermuda Government to accept detainees from Guantánamo Bay?
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