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Premier Brown Rated Lowly and Kim Swan Faired only Somewhat Better!
Just under one-quarter (24%) of registered voters approved of the way Premier Ewart Brown is handling his job compared to 71% who disapproved.  The remaining 5% were unsure.  When it came to Dr. Brown’s favourability rating, nearly two-thirds (64%) had an unfavourable rating of him while 31% had a favourable opinion. (5% were unsure.)  For Opposition Leader Kim Swan, while nearly 4 in 10 voters (39%) had a favourable rating of him, one-third (33%) had an unfavourable rating.  More than one-quarter (28%) were undecided.

Job Approval Rating by Demographics

By sex, men and women equally disapproved of the way Premier Brown is handling his job (71% and 70% respectively).  By age groups, the 18-35 year-old group was least likely to disapprove (62%) while other age groups, 35-54 and 55 and over, were equally likely to disapprove (73% respectively).  Racially, voters were divided about how the Premier is handling his job.  While 6 in 10 Blacks (61%) disapproved, 9 in 10 Whites and Others (90%) disapproved.  Somewhat surprising for a labour leader, 8 in 10 (80%) of lower-income households (those earning under $50,000) disapproved of the way Premier Brown was handling his job.  Those households earning over $100,000 had a 74% disapproval rating while those earning between $50,000 and $100,000 had a 64% disapproval rating.  And by party lines, nearly 6 in 10 voters (57%) who stated that they supported the ruling Progressive Labour Party in the last general election disapproved of the way the Premier is handling his job compared to 88% who voted for the Opposition United Bermuda Party.

Favourability Rating by Demographics

By sex, 61% of men and 67% of females had an unfavourable rating of Premier Brown.  This compares to 46% of men and 64% of women for Opposition Leader Kim Swan.  By age, 70% of those 55 and older had an unfavourable opinion of Dr. Brown, compared to 65% of 35-54 year-olds and 51% of 18-35 year-olds.  For Mr. Swan, 45% of 55 year-olds and older had a favourable rating of him while 44% of 18-35 year-olds were unsure.  Nearly 4 in 10 (37%) of the 35-54 year old group had an unfavourable opinion.  By race, 89% of Whites and Others had an unfavourable rating of Dr. Brown while just over half (54%) of Blacks had an unfavourable rating.  For Mr. Swan, the results were similarly polarised.  While 57% of Whites and Others had a favourable rating of him, 40% of Blacks had an unfavourable opinion.

By income, nearly three-quarters (74%) of households earning less than $50,000 had an unfavourable opinion of Dr. Brown, compared with 63% of those with household incomes that exceeded $100,000 and 59% of those earning between $50,000 and $100,000.  By contrast, Kim Swan had a 41% favourable rating each from households earning less than $50,000 and those with incomes greater than $100,000.  Just under 4 in 10 (37%) of households earning between $50,000 and $100,000 had an unfavourable rating of Mr. Swan.  By political parties, there were no real surprises.  Half of PLP supporters (50%) had a favourable rating of their leader, while 85% of UBP supporters had an unfavourable rating.  For Mr. Swan, 58% of UBP supporters had a favourable rating of him compared to 43% of PLP supporters who had an unfavourable rating.

The survey was conducted among 401 registered voters between June 12 and 17, 2009 and has a margin of error of plus or minus 4.9%.  More survey results will be released later.
Do you approve or disapprove of the way Premier Ewart Brown is handling his job?
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What is your overall opinion of Premier Ewart Brown and Opposition Leader Kim Swan?
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